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Abstract

The known distribution of llithucia nasuta (Stal, 1859) (Hemiptera: Membracidae) is expanded with specimens from
Tarapaca Region, Chile; becoming the first record for the country.
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Resumen

Se amplia el conocimiento sobre la distribucion de llithucia nasuta (Stal, 1859) (Hemiptera: Membracidae) a partir de
ejemplares provenientes de la regidon de Tarapacd, Chile, siendo el primer registro para este pais.

Palabras clave: Chile, Norte, Tarapaca, insecto, Membracidae, Ceresini, llithucia, nuevo registro.

The family Membracidae Rafinesque, 1815 consist in more
than 3,200 species classified in 400 genera and 9
subfamilies; 8 of these are restricted to the New World
(Deitz et al., 2008) Membracids are popularly known for their
great diversity of pronotal extensions. It is less widely known
that they are as varied in their habits as in their morphology
(McKamey & Deitz, 1996).

The genus llithucia Stal, 1867 (Smiliinae: Ceresini) was
treated by Sakakibara (2002). This genus comprises 18
species. llithucia nasuta (Stal, 1859) was described originally
in the genus Ceresa Amyot and Serville, 1843, referring to
their place of origin: Insula, Tahiti, this considered as a
mistake by Sakakibara (2002). This species is known for
Brazil (Goding, 1930; Funkhouser, 1951), Colombia (Richter,
1941; 1942; 1943; 1955; Funkhouser, 1951; Sakakibara,
2002) and Ecuador (Sakakibara, 2002). The purpose of this
note is to report for the first time the presence of /. nasuta in
Chile.

Seven females were examined with the following
information: Chiapa 2950 m; Cord. lquique; 23.24-April-
1969; Coll: L.E. Pefia; Deposited in: “Museo Entomoldgico
Luis Pefa”, Departamento de Sanidad Vegetal, Universidad
de Chile (Figs. 1-9). For the identification | followed
Sakakibara (2002); the original description, Richter’s (1943)
redescription and Kopp & Yonke’s (1979) figures.
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Taxonomy:

llithucia nasuta (Stal, 1859)

= Ceresa nasuta; Stal, 1859; 283

= Melusina nasuta; Stal, 1867: 552

= Centrogonia nasuta; Stal, 1869: 24

= Penichrophorus nasutus; Richter, 1943: 86

= Penichrophorus sericatus Richter, 1943: 86
= Centrogonia nasuta; Funkhouser, 1951: 127
= Penichrophorus nasuta; Richter, 1955: 334

= llithucia nasuta; Sakakibara, 2002: 195

llithucia nasuta (Stal, 1859) can be confused in Chile by its
superficial resemblance with Sundarion chilense (Spinola,
1852) (Figs. 4-6), and Alchisme rubrocostata (Spinola, 1852)
(Figs. 7-9). llithucia can be distinguished from both genera in
having the forewing with veins R and M fused, then
separated at apex (as described by Deitz in 1975).
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Figs. 1-3: llithucia nasuta from Regién de Tarapaca (20°17’00” S; 69°20°00” W). (1) lateral view, (2) dorsal view, (3) frontal
view.
Figs. 1-3: /. nasuta de la Region de Tarapaca (20°17'00” S; 69°20'00” W). (1) vista lateral, (2) vista dorsal, (3) vista frontal.

Figs. 4-9: Sundarion chilense. (4) lateral view, (5) dorsal view, (6) frontal view. Alchisme rubrocostata. (7) lateral view, (8) dorsal
view, (9) frontal view.

Figs. 4-9: S. chilense. (4) vista lateral, (5) vista dorsal, (6) vista frontal. A. rubrocostata. (7) vista lateral, (8) vista dorsal, (9) vista
frontal.
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Fig. 10. Distribution of /lithucia nasuta in Chile.

Fig. 10. Distribucion de I. nasuta en Chile.

REFERENCES

Deitz, L.L. (1975). Classification of the higher categories of
the New World treehoppers (Homoptera: Membracidae).
North  Carolina  Agricultural Experiment Station
Technical Bulletin No. 225.

Deitz, L.L., Wallace, M.S., Dietrich, C.H., McKamey, S.H.,
Rothschild, M.J. (2008). Treehoppers Dr. Metcalf: A
resource on cicadas, leafhoppers, planthoppers,
spittlebugs, and treehoppers. NCSU Libraries.
http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/specialcollections/digital/metca
If/treehoppers.html. Last accessed on October 5, 2014.

Funkhouser, W.D. (1951). Homoptera. Farn. Membracidae.
In: Wytsman, P. (Ed.. Genera Insectorurn. 208.
Bruxelles, Louis Desmet Verteneuil. pp. 127-303.

Goding, F.W. (1930). Membracidae in the American Museum
of Natural History. American Museum Novitates 421: 18.

Kopp, D.D., Yonke, T.R. (1979). A taxonomic review of the
tribe Ceresini (Homoptera: Membracidae).
Miscellaneous Publications of the Entomological
Society of America 11: 1-97.

McKamey, S.H., Deitz, L.L. (1996). Generic revision of the
New World tribe Hoplophorionini  (Hemiptera:
Membracidae: Membracinae). Systematic Entomology
21:295-342.

Richter, L. (1941). Catalogo de los membracidos de
Colombia. Revista de la Academia Colombiana de
Ciencias Exactas, Fisicas y Naturales 4: 84.

Richter, L. (1942). Catalogo de los membracidos de
Colombia. Revista de la Academia Colombiana de
Ciencias Exactas, Fisicas y Naturales 4: 408.

Richter, L. (1943). Contribucién al conocimiento de los
Membracidae de Colombia IV. Caldasia 6: 81-112.

Richter, L. (1955). Membracidae Colombianae. Caldasia 6:
334-336.

Sakakibara, A.M. (2002). Revalidation of llithucia Stal and
descriptions of new species Homoptera, Membracidae,
Smiliinae. Revista Brasileira de Zoologia 19: 189-200.

Spinola, M. (1852). Tribu IV. Hipocephalocera. In: Gay. C.
(Ed.) Historia Fisica y Politica de Chile. Zoologia 7. pp.
238-305.

Stal, C. (1859). Hemiptera. species novas descripsit.
Kongliga Svenska Fregatten Eugenies Resa Omkring
Jorden. Kongliga Svenska Vetenskaps-Akad Zool 4:
283.

11





